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ABSTRACT

Written forms like inscriptions and literary works are key sources for studying language.
Inscriptions include social and regional elements of a specific period, making their linguistic
study helpful in understanding the origin, structure, history, and development of Language.

A sentence consists of a subject, object, and verb. The verb at the end of the sentence takes
gender and number agreement from the nominal element and becomes a finite verb, providing
closure to the sentence. Verbs appearing in the middle of the sentence consist of the verb root
and tense markers. They allow expressing one action after another in the sentence and indicate
that the sentence is not yet complete. This article studies the structure of these non-finite verbs
and their functions in sentences.

Kannada has a large number of inscriptions from around the 5th century CE through the 19th
century. Studying these old written records helps trace the language's evolution. With this aim,
the present study uses Kannada inscriptions from the 11th and 12th centuries. During this
period, dynasties such as the Kalyana Chalukyas, Kalachuris, Hoysalas, Sevunas of Devagiri,
Alupas, Rattas, Sindas, Kadambas of Kadarikkallu, and Ahihayas ruled various parts of
Karnataka. This era, under multiple royal dynasties, saw significant social changes, whose
influence is evident in the language. Studying the language of this period reveals its structure.
The current study applies principles of descriptive linguistics.

Non-finite verbs express temporal relations between two actions, as well as negation, condition,
and clause-linking functions in sentences. Non-finite verbs appearing in the middle of
sentences carry verb root with tense suffix but lack gender-number suffixes.

Example:
madu + -1 = madi
(v+ pp = nfv)
Surekha vyapara madi manege bandalu

1 Temporal Relations:

Tense suffixes appear in sentence verbs. The final verb indicates the time relation between the
action time and speaking time. The medial verb doesn't show this relation; instead, it indicates
the temporal relation between two actions in the sentence.

Though Keshiraja's Shabdamani-darpana, well-known Kannada Grammar of 13" century,
does not directly discuss tense in non-finite verbs but while describing tense suffixes, it states
that -1, -u mark past tense, and -utum, -uttum, -utte, -ute mark present tense. Examples given
like nenedu p&ldam, nacchi bandam show tense markers used in non-finite verbs

pratipadyamutvamitvam |
mativantarin eyde purvakala kriye ga ||
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yutumuttumu tteyuteyem |

du tagulgum vartamana vihita kriyeol || [236]"

This article identifies -ut-, -1, - t -, -d- suffixes with verbs in Kannada Inscriptions to express
two events in one sentence and their temporal relation. The two actions in a sentence may occur
simultaneously or sequentially. Their formation and functions in sentences are discussed here.
1.1  Past Tense

Two actions in a sentence can be shown where one action occurs followed by another through
non-finite verbs. This is achieved by adding -i, -d-, - t - suffixes to the verb root of the first
action.
1.1.1-i
When the -i suffix (indicating past-perfective) is added to the verb root of the first action, it
shows that one action is completed and another follows.
Structure: pogu + -1 = pogi
(v*+ pp =nfv)

$11 hajjesvara devara lingamam Sriparvvatake pogi chavundamayyagg lingapratistheyale bitta
keyi... (B1.Gi.S2.66)
Structure: geyu + -isu + -1 = geyisi

(vt+caus+pp = nfv)

singarasaru basavana keriy€riye rebbésvaradévaram pratishthe geyisi baisambala vrttiyage
kottar... (Su.Ta.Sa.46)

Structure: kattu + -isu + -i = kattisi
(v+ caus+ pp= nfv)

inti dharmamam pratipalisidavargge varanasiyalu sasira kavileyakodum kolagumam ponnalu
kattisi chaturvvédaparagarappa brahmanaraggg kotta phala... (Su.Ta.Sa.13)

1.1.2-t-
When the - t - suffix (indicating past tense) is added to the first verb root, it expresses that one
action has occurred and another will follow. After the past - t - suffix attaches to the verb root,
-u acts as sentence coordination.
Structure: kodu + -t- + -u = kottu

(vt t+co=nfv)

katharada divakara dandanayaru tammaim honna kottu avaretippeyinalli keyi mattaru aivattu
mattondu maneyumam marakondu brahmana bhojanakke bittaru (Ko.Ji.Sa.69)

1.1.3 -d-
When -d- suffix (indicating past tense) is added to the first verb root, it shows one action
completed and another follows. After -d- attaches to the verb root, -u- acts as sentence
coordination
Structure: kayu + -d- + -u = kadu

(vt+t+ co =nfv)

1 Keshiraja.13™ cen. Keshirajana Shbdamani Darpanam. Editor. Shastri Venkatachala T
V.2025 (RP). Kannada Sahitya Parishattu.Bengaluru.
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¢ dharmavam avara kulada arasugalu mukyavagi avara kulada arasugalum sarvabhadha
pariharavagi sudharmmadim kadu raksisuvru mangala mahasri (Ra.Ji.Sa.39)
Structure: geyu + -d- + -u = geydu

(v+t+co=nfv)
int1 dharmamam pratipalisidavargge baranasi prayage kuruksetramembi punya tirththalol sa
sira limgamam  pratistegeydu sasirvarvvedapa ragarappa brahm anargge sasira kavileya
kodama kolagumam panicaratnadim kattisiyubhaya mukhigotta phalamakkumam (Ra.Ji.Sa.26)
1.2 Non-past Tense:
-ut-
To indicate two events/actions occurring in the same context, the -ut- suffix marking present
tense attaches directly to the medial verb root.

Structure: alu + -ut- + -a = alutta

(vt t+ co =nfv)
Sri svastishrimatsu chalukya chakravartti trailokyamalladéva varshada nalkaneya $rimaka
samvatsarada magha masadamavasye somavaradamdu $rimarnumahamandalé$varam
chavundarasadévanardangi mahad@viyaru kallirunalutta $risvayambhu
kalidévasvamiyapadaradhakam molleya bammmeyamge dehata vritttiyagi kotta sarvvamanya
balariya keya stmeyim pattita badagalum attararu (Ko.Ji.Sa.175/177)
Structure: sallu + -ut- + -a = sallutta

(v+t+co=niv)
Srimattrailokyamalladévara vijaya rajya muttarottarabhirvrddhi
pravarddhaménamﬁchandr@rkka tarambaram salutta kalyanada nelevidinolu
rayangeyyuttamire ((Ra.Ji.Sa.72)
Structure: sallu + -ut- + -am = salluttam

(v+t+co=nfv)

Svasti Samasta bhuvanasraya $r1  prithvivallabha maharajadhiraja paramésvara
satyasrayakulatilaka chalukyabharana Srimattribhuvanamalladévara
vijayarajyamuttarottarabhirvrddhi pravarddhamanama chandrarkka taram saluttam $r1
rajadhani kalyanapurada nelevidinolu sukha samkatha vinddadim rayangeyuttamire
srimachchalukya vikramavarshada 21 neya dhatu samvatsarada phalguna su 11
somavaradamdu mane verggade dandanayaka mahadévabhattara hejjunka karanamgalu
bijjanamarikalla miidanamatha somésvaradévara sodarennege alliya mandapadalu nichchalum
akkidhanyada héru onda nadesuvru. (B1.Gi.S3.38/39)

1.3 Non-finite Verbs without Tense Markers:
When we observe the formation of non-finite verbs, we see that tense suffixes attach to the
verbal base. However, in some contexts, non-finite verbs are formed by directly adding
sentence connectors to the verbal base without tense suffixes. In the present article, it has been
noted that when the suffix -alu attaches to the verbal base, tense suffixes are not used.
Structure: sallu + -alu = salalu

(v +co=ntv)

parabhava samvatsarada sankramanadandu avanchigeya donamarasan tamama bacharasa
tanna pullivigeya siddayadolage achandrakdlam salalu sodarennige bitta panavaydu (ka.
Gi.Sa.3)

Structure: kodu + -alu = kodalu
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(v + co=nfv)
Structure: bédu + -alu = bedalu
(v + co=ntv)
svasti $r1 macchalukya pratapacakravartti jagadékamalla déva varsada 10 neya pr....rada
magha bahula adityavaradamdu $rimatsarvvana masyadagraha ram....as€sa mahajanamgalu
madhuvapayya nayakar u madisida $r1 vasu déva...... steyandu avara magam macarasanu
tammad@évarige kiridu bhiimiyam kodalu...... mahajanamgalu bédalu a mah3ajanamgalu ka
runyag eyd u hiri ya kere.....diyim badagalu madhyakada Il i munnamiragi garudaga mbada
janard da na....di pattire miidalu be nkolvana kolalu na lku mattaru keyyam a.....dévar gge
dharapiirvakam madikottaru (ra.ji.§a.51)
2 Negation
In simple sentences, suffixes and words indicating that an action has not occurred are attached
to the verb at the end of the sentence. In compound and complex sentences, non-finite verbs
can indicate that the first action in the sentence has not taken place. These non-finite verbs
appearing in the middle of the sentence express negation by incorporating suffixes. Non-finite
verbs achieve negation by attaching the negative suffix -a- to verb roots. After the -a- suffix, -
de is added for sentence conjunction.
Structure: tappu + -a + -de = tappade
(vtnegt+con =nfv)
Yintt dharmamam tappade pratipalisuvru (ka.ji.$2.6)
Structure: kedu + -isu + -a + -de = kedisade.
(vtcaust+neg+ co = nfv)
mattavayayyana heggade sunkada jakkarayanu kalluralu munna samsaka k& nadeva muuru
ghanamum devara nandadivige yarnege bitta inti dharmamam sunkake nadeva heggadelum
bharataneraviyum sasana maryaadayam kidisade nadasuvru (Ko. Gi.Sa.175/177)
3 Conditional Verb Forms

When one action in a sentence depends on another, the dependent action takes a conditional
suffix. The suffixes -ade, -ode, -ede, and -are attach to the verb root to express conditionality
in the sentence. These suffixes follow tense markers on the verb root.
3.1. -ode:
Structure: agu + -p + -ode = apode

(vt+t+ cond = nfv)

I dharmavam kidisiradhanapode varanasiyalu Sahasra lingabhedavam Sahasra bramahatiyum
govada sahasravam madida Akshaya narakavam padwvamanagalam (B1.Gi1.S2.63)

Structure: maru + -d + -ode = maridode

(v + t+ cond = nfv)
Hi maridede hadagaligegeradu naram kuduvru (k.Gi.Sa .6)
3.2. -ade:
Structure: tappu + -d + -ade = tappidade

(v + t+ cond = nfv)

I dharmmamam kadamba vams$adarasul [palisade] tappidade
[kavilegalum]bhramanarumanalidadoshasargum. (Ra.Ji.Sa. 8)
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Structure: tappikollu + -d-+ -ade = tappikondade
(v+t+ cond = nfv)
I marvyadeynavanorvvam tappikondade baranasiyalkavileyanaliva dosha... (Ko. Gi.Sa.3).
3.3. -ede:
Structure: kidu + -isu- + -d- + -ede = kidisidede
(v+t+ cond = nfv)

I dhprmma manavanorvam kidisidede varanasiyalu koti kavileyanu Konda mahapataka... (ka.
Gi.Sa.l).
3.4. -are:
Structure: maru + -d + -are = maridare

(vt+t+ cond = nfv)

Arisina ingu melasu jirage sarkare bella maridare pongevisada eradu kagini yaradara lekkam
tiruvaru (ka. Gi.S2a.3)

4 Relative Connection

It is possible to relate the action in a sentence to other sentence elements. The -a suffix attaches
to medial verbs to connect the action to nominals or other sentence constituents. The -a suffix
follows tense markers on the verb root. It is used uniformly across past, present, and future
tenses without variation.

Structure: madu + -d- + -a = madida
(v + t+rconn = nfv)

Sri  balabhaskaradévaru  pratishthe madida $r1  kesavadévarigam  naivedyakke
shreemadadityadevara gadimbada kololu bitta devara kariya nelam mattaru hattu (ra.ji.$a.72.)

Structure: samarpisu + -d- + -a = samarpisida

(vt+ttrconn = nfv)
Nagaramgalum samarppisida maniyaru dévaram pdjisuvru (bi. Gi.$3 .6.)
This study covers the structure and functions of non-finite verbs in Kannada inscriptions. In
modern Kannada also, suffixes for tense relations, negation and connections are used. Most of
the forms continue in Modern Kannada however, four forms which are used to express the
condition are not found in Modern Kannada, but only one of them namely,

-are 1s used. Since these forms continue from old inscriptional Kannada to present day with
some changes, we can trace their historical development.

Non-finite verbs are one of the key features of Dravidian languages. In Kannada and other
Dravidian languages, Non-finite verbs are used to indicate temporal relations between two
verbs, as well as negation, conditionals, and connections. However, the specific suffixes used
differ across these languages. This article identifies the use of the -Ut- suffix to indicate that
the two verbs in a sentence occur simultaneously; the -i, -t, -d- suffixes to show that one action
precedes the other; and the formation of Non-finite verbs without tense suffixes. It notes the
use of the -a suffix to express non-occurrence of an action or negation in a sentence. For
conditionals, forms like -ode, -ade, -ede, -are are found to be used. The study also identifies
the use of -a suffix to show the relationship between a verb and a noun in the sentence. Through
this, the structure of Non-finite verbs in Kannada and their functions in sentences have been
understood. Imperfect verbs from the 11th and 12th centuries have been identified, with an
effort made to understand primarily Old Kannada.
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Abbreviations:

caus causative

co coordination

cond conditional verb forms

neg  negative

nfv  non-finite verb

pp Past participle

rconn relative connection

t tence
v verb
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