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ABSTRACT

This paper presents a descriptive analysis of selected prosodic and phonological features of the
Godavari Telugu dialect in comparison with Standard Telugu, based on naturally occurring
spoken data. The study aims to demonstrate that the Godavari variety exhibits systematic
patterns of variation that function at both discourse and segmental levels.

At the prosodic and pragmatic level, Godavari Telugu shows consistent vowel lengthening at
utterance boundaries, particularly at sentence end, expression end and questions or emotional
emphasis, as in vastanu — vastanuu and césava — césavaa. This lengthening does not mark
grammatical categories but contributes to discourse functions such as emphasis and
interpersonal engagement. In addition, the dialect employs a sentence-final politeness marker
—andi as in unnaru — unnarandi and ante — antenandi, which serves as a discourse particle

encoding respect and speaker attitude toward the hearer.

At the phonological and morphophonemic level, future tense verb forms of the verbs which
end with the consonant cluster /sta/ exhibit cluster simplification, where the consonant
sequence /st/ in Standard Telugu is realized as a geminate /tta/ in Godavari Telugu, as in
vastanu — vattanu and rastanu — rattanu. This process reflects assimilation and strengthening
motivated by avoidance of complex consonant clusters and is conditioned by the morphological
structure of the future suffix. Furthermore, the dialect shows word-initial deletion of the glide
/u/ before vowels: /e/ and /i/, as in veltanu — eltanu and Venkatagiri — Enkatagiri,
representing a phonological process of aphaeresis in connected speech.

These findings indicate that Godavari Telugu differs from Standard Telugu through structured
prosodic strategies, discourse-level markers, and regular phonological processes. The study
supports the view that regional varieties maintain coherent grammatical and phonetic systems
and should be analyzed as independent, rule-governed dialects rather than as informal
deviations from the standard variety.

Keywords: Godavari Telugu, Dialectal Variation, Prosody, Phonological Processes,
Discourse Markers

1 Introduction

Telugu, one of the major Dravidian languages, displays considerable regional variation across
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. While Standard Telugu functions as the prestige written norm,
regional dialects maintain distinct phonological, morphological, and prosodic characteristics.
Godavari Telugu, spoken in the East and West Godavari regions, presents a particularly
interesting case of dialectal variation. Unlike purely segmental variation, this dialect exhibits
systematic prosodic strategies and discourse-level features alongside phonological processes.
This paper examines:
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1. Prosodic vowel lengthening at utterance boundaries

2. Sentence-final politeness marker —andi

3. Cluster simplification in future tense forms

4. Word-initial glide deletion (/v/ — )

The study argues that these features constitute rule-governed grammatical patterns.

2 Theoretical Background

Dialectal variation can operate at multiple linguistic levels:

»  Segmental phonology

»  Morphophonemics

»  Prosody

»  Discourse pragmatics

Within a rule-based phonological framework, processes such as cluster simplification, glide
deletion, and vowel lengthening can be analyzed as systematic phonological operations.
Additionally, discourse particles like —andi reflect pragmatic encoding within morphosyntax.
Godavari Telugu provides evidence that dialects encode grammatical meaning through
prosodic as well as segmental means.

3 Data and Methodology

The data consist of naturally occurring spoken forms collected from native speakers of
Godavari Telugu and compared with Standard Telugu forms.

The analysis focuses on:

. Future tense verb constructions
. Sentence-final forms

. Politeness constructions

. Glide-initial lexical items

Phonetic transcription follows the conventions of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

4 Prosodic Variation

4.1 Utterance-Final Vowel Lengthening

One of the most salient features of Godavari Telugu is vowel lengthening at utterance
boundaries.

Examples:

/em tfestu:navu/ /em tfestu:navu:/ what are you doing?
/sna:nam tfe:sava/ /sna:nam tfe:sava:/ did you bathe?
/ne:nu vasta:nu/ /ne:nu vasta:nu:/ I will come
/atadu vel:adu/ /atadu vel:adu:/ he went

/avunu/ /avunu:/ yes

/avuna/ /avuna./ is it so? / really?
/nidzama/ /nidzama/ is it true?

/kadu/ /kadu:/ no / not

/o:r1 naja:no/ /o:ri naja:no:/ oh! I don’t know
/tinu/ /tinu:/ eat (imperative)
/itu ra/ /itu ra:/ come here
/bfagunava/ /bfagunava:/ are you fine?
/mik"u telusa/ /mik"u telusa:/ do you know?
/elaga/ /elaga:/ how?

/rasta/ /rasta:/ I will write
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/veltu:na/ /veltu:na:/ I am going
/kurtfo/ /kurtfo:/ sit (imperative)
/tinandi/ /tinandi:/ please eat (respectful)
/sare/ /sare:/ okay / alright
/vafada/ /vafada:/ did (he) come?

This lengthening:

. Occurs at sentence-final position

. Signals emphasis or emotional engagement

. Does not encode grammatical tense or agreement

. This reflects discourse-driven vowel extension.

4.2  Sentence-Final Politeness Marker —andi
Godavari Telugu frequently uses —andi as a sentence-final particle.

Examples:

/ila tfa:lamandi rikwest tfestu:na:ru andi:/

many people are requesting like this

/mik"u kontfam etaka:ram ek"uvandi:/

you have a bit more pride/attitude

/tfu:pista:nu randi:/

I will show (you), please come

/prati intlo anandam unda:li kadandi:/

there should be happiness in every house,

right?

/ju:s avutu:ndemo tfu:dandi:/

see if it works / gets used

/mik"u teliste koment tfejandi:/

if you know, please comment

/tondaraga randi:/

please come quickly

/pilusta:nandi:/

I will call (you)

/unda:rantandi:/ they said to stay / please stay
/pani tfejatam lendi:/ there is no work to do

/vel:a:landi:/

(we/you) should go

/kont[am tinandi:/

please eat a little

/em tfestu:na:randi:/

what are you doing?

/bfaguna:randi:/

are you fine?

/mal:1 kalusta:mu andi:/

we will meet again

/namaska:ram andi:/ hello / greetings
/iv:andi: andi:/ please give
/nan:a ga:randi:/ father (respectful)

/mi: pe:ranti andi:/

what is your name?

/bfo:dzanam aj:inda andi:/

have you eaten?

This marker:

. Encodes respect and politeness
. Functions as a discourse particle
. Is pragmatically conditioned

It operates independently of core verbal agreement morphology.

5 Phonological and Morphophonemic Processes
5.1 Cluster Simplification in Future Tense Forms
In Standard Telugu, future tense forms often contain the cluster /st/,

In Godavari Telugu: /tt/
Rule: /st/ et/
Examples:

but

/vasta:nu/ /vatta.nu/

[ will come

Jtfesta:nu/ /tfetta:nu/

I will do

/rasta:nu/ /ratta.nu/

I will write
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/gista:.nu/

/gitta:-nu/

I will draw / mark

/tista:nu/ /titta:nu/ I will take / bring
/kosta.nu/ /kotta:nu/ I will cut
/lagestanu/ /lagetta:nu/ I will pull
/pikesta:nu/ /piketta.nu/ I will pluck / pick
/tosesta:nu/ /tosetta.nu/ I will push

/lesta.nu/

/letta:nu/

I will get up / rise

/musta.nu/

/mutta:nu/

I will close / shut

/kalusta.nu/ /kalutta:-nu/ I will meet
/pilusta:nu/ /pilutta.nu/ I will call
/tosta.nu/ /totta:nu/ I will push / press
/karusta:nu/ /karutta.nu/ I will bite
/arusta.nu/ /arutta:-nu/ I will shout / cry
/tokesta:nu/ /toketta.nu/ I will push / poke

/virusta/

/virutta/

it will break / tear

/posta.nu/

/potta:nu/

I will apply / put (e.g., mark, paste)

This reflects:

. Assimilation
. Gemination

. Simplification of consonant clusters

Phonological Rule:

/st/ — [tt] /V ___ amnu
This change is morphologically conditioned by the future tense suffix.
5.2 Word-Initial Glide Deletion (Aphaeresis)

Rule:

/ol - @ /#  [+front vowel]
This represents systematic glide deletion before /e/ and /i/.

Examples:
/venkatagiri/ /enkatagiri/ Venkatagiri (place name)
/vel:ugu/ /el:ugu/ light
/velata:nu/ Jelata:-nu/ I will go
/velagatle:du/ | /elagatle:du/ it did not shine / did not light up
/velaku/ Jelaku/ for light / to light
/vegale.nu/ /egale:nu/ I cannot bear / tolerate
/vello:du/ /ello:du/ he should not go
/venaka/ /enaka/ behind / back
/ve:savi/ /e:savi/ summer
/vi.diki/ /i:diki/ to this fellow / to him
fviditfipet:u/ /iditfipet:u/ leave / let go
/veppudu/ /eppudu/ when
/vitanalu/ /itanalu/ seeds
/viluva/ /iluva/ value / worth
/vidito.ranu/ /idito.ranu/ I will not leave
/vij:alava:ru/ | Jij:alava:ru/ Vijayalavaru (family/community name)
/vempalaku/ /empalaku/ for choices / selections
/vemulava.da/ | /emulava:da/ | Vemulawada (place name)
/veykate.[/ Jenkate:// Venkatesh (name)
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‘ /vequkapuram/ | /e.qukapuram/ | Vedukapuram (place name)

6 Discussion
The features identified operate at multiple levels:

Level Process Type

Prosodic Vowel lengthening Discourse marking
Pragmatic —andi particle Politeness marking
Phonological /st — /tt/ Cluster simplification
Phonological /v/ deletion Glide aphaeresis

These are not random speech habits but rule-governed dialectal structures.
Godavari Telugu demonstrates:

»  Prosodic sensitivity to discourse context

»  Morphophonemic restructuring in tense forms

»  Regular phonological conditioning

»  Independent pragmatic marking strategies

7

Conclusion
This study shows that Godavari Telugu differs from Standard Telugu through systematic
prosodic, phonological, and discourse-level mechanisms. Vowel lengthening at utterance
boundaries, the use of —andi as a politeness particle, cluster simplification in future tense
constructions, and word-initial glide deletion are consistent processes.
These findings support the view that regional varieties of Telugu maintain structured linguistic
systems. Dialects such as Godavari Telugu should therefore be analyzed as independent rule-
governed varieties rather than as informal deviations from the standard norm.
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