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ABSTRACT:

This paper presents a descriptive analysis of selected phonological and morphological
differences between Standard Telugu and the Telangana dialect, based on spoken language
data. The study aims to show that dialectal variation is systematic and governed by regular
linguistic processes rather than being random or irregular.

Two types of variation are identified at the morphological level. First, in masculine past tense
verbal agreement, the Standard Telugu suffix —/adu/ is replaced by —/indu/ in Telangana
Telugu, as seen in forms such as velladu — vellindu and c€sadu — césindu...etc., In future
tense constructions, Telangana Telugu employs a distinct set of agreement suffixes
characterized by short vowels(this is regular not random), where Standard Telugu uses long-
vowel morphemes. Thus, Standard forms such as vasthanu, pothamu, vastharu, and pothadi
correspond to Telangana forms vasthanu, pothamu, vastharu, and pothadi.

In addition, two major phonological processes are observed. Telangana Telugu shows voicing
of the palatal affricate, where the voiceless segment /t[/ in Standard Telugu is realized as the
voiced / d3/ (especially in verbs) when /tf/ is followed by /e/, as in céstamu — jestamu and
ceppatam — jeppatam. The dialect also exhibits word-initial prothesis of /a/ with insertion of
the consonant /g/ when /a/ is followed by /d/ or the cluster: /tl/ for example, adi — gadi and
atla — gatla,

These findings demonstrate that Telangana Telugu operates with consistent phonological rules
and distinct morphological agreement patterns. The paper argues that such variations reflect
structured grammatical differences between regional varieties and contribute to a more accurate
understanding of Telugu dialectal diversity.

KEY WORDS: Telugu dialects, morphological variation, phonological processes, verbal
agreement, regional varieties of Telugu, morphophonology

1 Introduction

Telugu, a major Dravidian language spoken predominantly in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
exhibits considerable dialectal variation. While Standard Telugu (based largely on the coastal
variety) functions as the prestige and written norm, regional spoken varieties such as Telangana
Telugu display distinct phonological and morphological characteristics.

This paper argues that differences between Standard Telugu and Telangana Telugu are not
deviations but systematic linguistic patterns governed by regular phonological rules and
morphological restructuring. The study focuses on:

1 Masculine past tense agreement variation
2 Future tense agreement vowel length variation
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3 Affricate voicing in verbal forms
4 Word-initial prothetic /g/ insertion

2 Background and Theoretical Orientation
Dialectal variation in Dravidian languages often involves:

»  Morphological leveling

»  Vowel length alternations

»  Consonant voicing shifts

»  Prothetic consonant insertion

Within a morphophonological framework, such variation can be analyzed using rule-based
phonology (SPE model) and morphological agreement theory.

Telangana Telugu provides a strong case for systematic morphophonemic restructuring.

3 Data and Methodology

The data used in this study consist of naturally occurring spoken forms collected from native
speakers of Telangana Telugu and compared with Standard Telugu forms.

The examples include:

»  Masculine past tense verb forms

»  Future tense verbal agreement forms

>  Verbs beginning with /tfe-/

»  Deictic and demonstrative forms beginning with /a-/
IPA transcription is used to ensure phonological precision.

4 Morphological Variation
4.1  Masculine Past Tense Agreement

In Standard Telugu, masculine singular past tense is marked by: —/a:du/
In Telangana Telugu, the corresponding suffix is: —/indu/
Examples:

/vella:du/ /vellindu/ went (he)
/tfe:sa:du/ /tfe:sindu/ did (he)

/tfu:sa:du/ /tfu:sindu/ saw (he)

/pojja:du/ /pojjindu/ went away / left (he)
/ra:sa:du/ /ra:sindu/ wrote (he)

/tinn:adu/ /tinindu/ ate (he)

/tiriga:du/ /tirigindu/ wandered / roamed (he)

/kalisa:du/ /kalisindu/ met (he)

/pa:ripojja:du/ | /pa:ripojjindu/ | ran away / escaped (he)
ftfadiva:dqu/ | /tfadivindu/ | read / studied (he)
/teritfa:du/ /teritfindu/ opened (he)

/vin:adu/ /vinindu/ heard / listened (he)
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/petta:du/ /pettindu/ put / placed (he)
/kotta:du/ /kottindu/ hit / beat (he)
/petta:du/ /pettindu/ put / placed (he)
/pa:da:du/ /pa:dindu/ sang (he)
/navv:adu/ /navvindu/ laughed (he)
/tumm:a:du/ /tummindu/ sneezed (he)
/tokka:du/ /tokkindu/ pushed / kicked (he)
/pilitfa:du/ /pilitfindu/ called (he)
Jaritfa:du/ Jaritfindu/ shouted (he)

Rule Representation:

Morphological replacement: /a:dqu/ — /indu/ / [+masc, +past]

This change is systematic across verb classes and not lexically restricted.

4.2 Future Tense Agreement: Long vs Short Vowels

»  Standard Telugu future forms contain long vowels

»  In Telangana Telugu, the long vowels are shortened

Examples:

/po:ta:di/ /po:tadi/

will go (she/it)

/vasta:di/ /vastadi/

will come (she/it)

/kalusta:di/ | /kalustadi/

will meet (she/it)

/po:ta:ru/ /po:taru/

will go (they / respectful)

/po:ta:nu/ /po:tanu/ I'will go

/po:tavu/ /po:tavu/ | you will go (singular informal)
/vasta:ou/ /vastavu/ | you will come (singular informal)
/vasta:ru/ /vastaru/ will come (they / respectful)

/vastamu/ | /vastamu/

we will come

/vinta:nu/ /vintanu/ I will listen / hear
/konta:ru/ /kontaru/ | will buy (they / respectful)

/pa:data:ru/ | /pa:dataru/

will sing (they / respectful)

/navvuta:ru/ | /navoutaru/

will laugh (they / respectful)

/ra:sta:di/ /ra:stadi/

will write (she/it)

/tinta:ru/ /tintaru/

will eat (they / respectful)

/kodata:ru/ | /kodataru/

will hit / beat (they / respectful)

/pedata:ru/ | /pedataru/

will put / place (they / respectful)
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/pilistairu/ | /pilustaru/ | will call (they / respectful)
/pilustanu/ | /pilustanu/ | I will call

5. Phonological Processes

5.1 Affricate Voicing

»  Telangana Telugu shows voicing of the palatal affricate, where the voiceless segment
/tf7 in Standard Telugu is realized as the voiced / d3/ (especially in verbs) when /tf/ is followed

by /e/
> Rule: tf/ —»/d3// e
Examples:
ftfejja:li/ /dzejja:li/ should do / must do
/ﬂ“e:s;['a:mu/ /@e:sfg‘amu/ we do / will do
/:[Tep,‘ga:nu/ /El%epjganu/ [ will say / tell
/ﬁ“eppa:(lu/ / d}eppindu/ said (he)
/tfeppadam/ /dzeppadam/ to say / telling
/tfejjaru/ /dzejjaru/ they do / did not do (context-dependent
dialectal)
/tfe atam/ /dzej atam/ doing (verbal noun)
/tfeppu/ /dzeppu/ say / tell (imperative)
/:[Tep,‘gazle/ /c’lgepjg‘ale/ should say / must say
/ﬂ“ep,‘;a:m/ /d}ep,‘;aru/ they say / will say
/ﬂ“ekku;a:nu/ /&%ekku;anu/ I carve / scratch
/tfe:stamnu/ /dzestanu/ I do/will do
ftfejja:la:/ /dzejja:la:/ should (I/'we) do? / need to 0?
/tfe:pista:mu/ /dze:pistamu/ we will make (someone) do / cause to do
/ffepigga:di/ /dﬁgepi,s_‘gadi/ makes (someone) do (she/it)
/ﬂ“e:rus;a:nu/ /&%e:rus,‘ganu/ I will carry and reach it
/tfe:sta:dule/ /dzestadule/ he will do it (someone saying about other
male )

This change is particularly frequent in verbal paradigms.
5.2 Word-Initial Prothesis of /g/
Rule: @ —g/# a(+d/tl)

This represents consonant insertion before low vowel-initial forms.

Examples:
/atlane:/ /gatlane:/ like that / just like that
/atluntundi/ /gatluntadi/ it will be like that
/atla/ /gatla/ like that / that way
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/atlenduku/ /gatlenduku/ why like that?
/atlana:/ /gatlana:/ is it like that?
/atle:/ /gatle:/ not like that
/atlundu/ /gatlundu/ stay like that / be like that
/atlatfe:jaku/ /gatlatfe:jaku/ don’t do like that
/atloddu/ /gatloddu/ don’t want like that / not acceptable like
that

/atlara:/ /gatlara:/ come like that
/adi/ /gadi/ that
/adela/ /gadela/ how is that?
/ada:/ /gada:/ is that so? / that (emphatic/question)
/ade:miti/ /gade:miti/ what is that?
/adimari/ /gadimari/ then what about that?
/adivvaru/ /gadivvaru/ they will give that
/atlara:/ /gatlara:/ come like that
/adistMa:nu/ /gadistha:nu/ I will give that

6. Discussion

The observed variations show:

. Morphological restructuring (agreement shift)

. Vowel quantity neutralization

. Systematic consonant voicing

. Prothetic consonant insertion

These processes are regular and productive. They reflect internal grammatical organization
rather than corruption or simplification.

Telangana Telugu demonstrates:

. Independent agreement morphology
. Predictable phonological conditioning
. Dialect-specific morphophonemic rules

7. Conclusion

The analysis confirms that Telangana Telugu exhibits structured and rule-governed
phonological and morphological patterns. Masculine past agreement restructuring, vowel
shortening in future tense forms, affricate voicing, and prothetic /g/ insertion are consistent
processes.

These findings contribute to:
. Telugu dialectology
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. Dravidian morphophonology
o Theoretical models of dialect variation

Future research may explore sociolinguistic conditioning, frequency effects, and comparative
Dravidian parallels.
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